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Introduction 
 

 
• The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some 

examples of responses to International GCSE Greek (9-1). 
• The sample assessment materials which these responses are based on can 

be found on the Pearson website. 
• In this pack, you will find a small sample of responses, an examiner 

commentary and the mark scheme for each question. 
• The responses are all from students. 
• If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other 

questions about the course, please contact our subject advisor team on 
TeachingLanguages@pearson.com. 
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Question 1  

 

 

 

Exemplar Response 1.1 

 

 

 

 

 

Exemplar Response 1.1 
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Examiner comment: 

This response received 22 marks. 

Communication and Content: 13 

Application and Accuracy of language: 9 
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This is a purposeful and well organised response that provides pertinent description and 
argumentation. The candidate paints a convincing and frank picture of their role model, with 
fully relevant details. Description is balanced between the role models, in this case the 
candidate’s mother, positive attributes and their contribution to the welfare of the family.  The 
piece is linked well and information flows logically. Content is arranged in paragraphs that 
have a specific thematic focus and progress skillfully towards an emphatic, albeit a little 
undeveloped, conclusion. The candidate’s language is varied and mostly accurate, with the 
occasional spelling error and awkwardness in expression, at the lower end.  

 

Exemplar Response 1.2 
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Examiner comment: 

This response received 14 marks. 

Communication and Content: 8 

Application and Accuracy of language: 6 

This response makes relevant points but occasionally suffers from some digression and 
omissions. Even though the overall impression points towards a positive description of a role 
model, there are areas of ambiguity and unnecessary description, that do not contribute to 
the development of the candidate’s thesis. The emphasis on physical characteristics over 
those of personal qualities is not very pertinent to the discussion of how a role model provides 
guidance, support and hope for the future. In addition to being on the short side, in terms of 
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wordage, the candidate does not discuss to what extent it is important or not for young people 
to have role models in their lives.  

Language is appropriate to the task and a range of suitable vocabulary is employed. Even 
though the candidate has solid knowledge of linguistic structures and inflections are correct, 
there are inaccuracies regarding spelling and, most notably, the position of the stress is never 
indicated.  

 

Exemplar Response 1.3 
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Examiner comment: 

This response received 6 marks. 

Communication and Content: 3 

Application and Accuracy of language: 3 

This is a very short response that touches upon the theme in question in a hasty and 
inconclusive manner. Communication is at a basic level and the few examples are either not 
compelling or not part of a purposeful and developed argument. The essay shows insecure 
focus on the purpose of the argument and the intended reader. There is no conclusion and 
serious omissions do not allow a conclusive and persuasive picture of a role model. 

Language is generally appropriate to the task and a range of vocabulary is employed but the 
shortness of the piece does not allow the candidate to demonstrate the range and depth of 
their language awareness. The absence of the position of the stress disadvantages the 
candidate severely.    

 

Question 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exemplar Response 2.1 
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Examiner comment: 

This response received 21 marks. 

Communication and Content: 12 

Application and Accuracy of language: 9 

The response is clearly focused on the task and contains relevant description and 
argumentation. The candidate has followed the order of the information as prescribed in the 
bullet points (even though this is not required). The material is organised in a logical and 
purposeful manner. Some sweeping generalisations regarding the way information is stored 
in the “subconscious” or in one’s brain are not backed up by a developed argument and slightly 
detract from the persuasiveness of the piece. There is as unnecessary repetition. 

The language shows evidence of linguistic achievement and there’s good range of vocabulary 
and complex structures. There are some grammatical and spelling errors («οι σύγχρονοι 
µέθοδη διδασκαλίας …αποτελεσµατικοί») and some syntactical awkwardness and inaccuracies 
(«µέσω της χρήσης …και σωστή αξιοποίηση του χρόνου), which detract from the overall clarity 
and accuracy of the response.  

 

Exemplar Response 2.2 
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Examiner comment: 

This response received 11 marks. 

Communication and Content: 6 

Application and Accuracy of language: 5 
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This is a short essay which addresses the requirements of the task but only partly. Even 
though the candidate begins to address the question in the opening paragraph, the main part 
of the argument contains digression and deviates from the focus on the dichotomy between 
teaching based on lecturing and teaching based on exchange and dialogue. The candidate’s 
clear dissatisfaction with the teaching approach they experienced makes them lose sight of 
the task and develop a polemic that is delivered in a very informal and often not entirely 
appropriate, for the task, register. The consistent absence of the stress, lack of complex and 
appropriate structures and wrong use of vocabulary («του ρόλου που διακατέχουν») have 
cost the candidate valuable marks in the category of Application and Accuracy of Language. 

 

Exemplar Response 2.3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



International GCSE Greek Paper 2 
 

ã Pearson Education Ltd 2018              14 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

This response received 9 marks. 

Communication and Content: 4 

Application and Accuracy of language: 5 

This response addresses the requirements of the task but only in part. Communication is 
almost always clear, and the candidate uses relevant details to make a point. Description is 
not always well organised and the argument that the candidate builds on the evidence 
available is very hastily put together, as well as repetitive. The use of vocabulary shows some 
range, but it is not always appropriate to the task. The repetition of the word «βαρεµάρα» is 
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not conducive to the development of a generally appropriate thesis that takes into account 
the conventions of formal essay writing. The response does not fulfill the requirements of the 
question regarding the length of the essay (300-350 words) as it is rather short. The piece is 
linked using some structural techniques but fails to build a well-developed and substantiated 
argument.  

 

Question 3 

 

 

Exemplar Response 3.1 
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Examiner comment: 

This response received 25 marks. 

Communication and Content: 15 

Application and Accuracy of language:10 

This an exemplary response. The candidate has a very clear sense of purpose and intended 
audience and uses the appropriate register, tone and information that would appeal to peers.  
The personal narrative is varied and interesting and invites engagement with the topic. It is 
persuasive and eloquent at the same time. The language shows an advanced level of literacy 
and accuracy as well as expressive means of the highest caliber. The response contains a 
variety of complex structures and vocabulary and is almost faultless. The piece is linked very 
well, and the remarkable writing skills of the candidate are worthy of marks from the top band 
of the assessment categories.  
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Exemplar Response 3.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



International GCSE Greek Paper 2 
 

ã Pearson Education Ltd 2018              20 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

This response received 17 marks. 

Communication and Content: 10 

Application and Accuracy of language: 7 

This is a good response that communicates relevant information in response to the question. 
The task is securely focused on purpose and intended reader but the link between the different 
paragraphs is not always effective and the information feels listed, rather than naturally 
flowing. The candidate wrote a short response that does address the requirements of the 
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question fully. Even though there is a clear sense of purpose and focus, the piece remains 
undeveloped and the conclusion is not as strong as it could have been, had the candidate 
expanded a little more. Language is generally appropriate to task with evidence of errors in 
spelling and some syntactical anomalies, but the range is not expansive enough to allow 
marks from a higher band.  

 

Exemplar Response 3.3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

This response received 4 marks. 

Communication and Content: 2 

Application and Accuracy of language: 2 

The length of this response is its major disadvantage. The introduction shows that the 
candidate is in possession of a good range of vocabulary and structures but does not manage 
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to maintain this level of performance. Despite a promising start, the thesis remains 
undeveloped. On account of the short length, the language shows a limited range of 
vocabulary and structures.  

 

MARK SCHEME 
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